
 
 
Please turn with me in your Bibles to 1 Samuel 22 (p. 229, pew Bible). The song we just 
sang (10,000 Reasons) is based on Psalm 103, a Psalm of David. This psalm calls us 
to praise the Lord, not because our circumstances are favorable but because our God is 
faithful. Even this morning as I drove to church, I saw a rainbow in the sky as a reminder 
that we can trust God’s faithfulness no matter what we’re going through. And that’s why 
we sing, “Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me, let me be singing when the 
evening comes.”  
 
Yesterday morning at this very hour, a pastor-friend of mine who lives in Maine posted 
on Facebook, 
 

I sit here having just preached at the funeral of a dear saint … this morning 
after about 3 restless hours of sleep last night. As some of you know the camp 
we have been slowly and lovingly building for the last 9 years went up in flames 
last night. We don't know how it started and it doesn't do any good to speculate 
on the cause at this point. It's just gone. 

 

   
 

Countless hours of labor with lots of help from family and friends. Our vision 
was that this would be a place of rest and retreat for our family but also for 
other pastors, missionaries and friends in Christian ministry to be a blessing to 
them and their families. Perhaps God has other plans. It's too early to tell.  

I don't know what the future holds but I do know the One who holds the future. 
The funeral message I preached an hour ago was based on 1 Cor. 15:57 which 
says, "Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
The victory is not in living a good life, accomplishing many things, completing a 
camp, … but in the hope and joy of knowing that through Jesus Christ we who 
belong to him have overcome sin & death and have the hope of a resurrection 
to eternal life. That is all that really matters.  

Sometimes we can get things backwards in this life. When Joshua was preparing 
to lead the people of Israel into the promised land he told them to put away 
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their foreign gods and choose this day whom you will serve. And then he said,  
"But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." But sometimes we get 
mixed up. We begin to think "as for me and the Lord, we will serve my house." 
In fact, many preach – and I fear many believe – this mixed up gospel. 

This is not good news. There is no hope or joy in this kind of religion or faith. 
God is not a genie who we coopt for our pet project.  

No, as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.  

"The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the 
LORD” (Job 1:21).  

 
“Because He lives, I can face tomorrow!” You may be in distressful circumstances, but 
you can be sure that the Lord is with your every step of the way. We’ve seen this principle 
play out in David’s life. The Holy Spirit assures us that “such things were written in the 
Scriptures long ago to teach us,” so that “through endurance and through encourage-
ment of the Scriptures we might have hope” (Romans 15:4 NLT, ESV).  
 
For the last few chapters in 1 Samuel, David has been on the run from King Saul, who 
wants to kill him. Literally overnight David goes from being an in-law to an outlaw. David 
loses not only his command and the companionship of his wife, but also the company of 
his spiritual mentor, the prophet Samuel, and the comradery of his best friend Jonathan, 
the son of Saul.  
 
As King Saul continues to hunt David down, David goes from place to place. Yet every-
where David goes, the Lord is with him. In chapters 21-22, David flees to five different 
places, and each place serves a God-appointed purpose. We considered the first three 
places last Sunday.  
 

1. Nob: The Place of Provision 
 
That’s where David got food and weapons from Ahimelech the priest. In desperation, 
David resorted to deception, saying that he was on a secret mission from the king. 
Ahimelech helped him out by giving him the “holy bread” that had been used for worship 
in the tabernacle. This bread consisted of twelve loaves which represented the twelve 
tribes of Israel. It was called the “bread of the Presence” because it represented God’s 
people before his presence and God’s presence with his people.  
 
Ahimelech also gave David the sword of Goliath, which was a visible reminder that the 
Lord fights for his people and gives them the victory, even against what seems to be 
impossible odds. In his desperation, David lost sight of this, but it was nonetheless true. 
When our faith is weak, the Lord remains faithful. Even when we sin, the Lord is merciful. 
God always provides for his people, and Nob was a powerful reminder of this reality. 
 

2. Gath: The Place of Panic 
 
Whereas Nob was just a few miles SE of Gibeah, the hometown of Saul, Gath was 23 
miles SW of Nob. So, David was looking to put more distance between him and Saul. 
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By heading to Goliath’s hometown where Achish, the king of the Philistines, also lived, 
David must have figured there was no way that Saul would search for him there.  
 
But soon David found himself in the hands of the enemy, so he pretended to be crazy. 
He clawed at the city gate and drooled all down his beard. In his desperation David 
loses all sense of dignity and is driven from the king’s presence. 
 
How many times have we gotten out of a bind, not because we were acting wisely, but 
because God was merciful to us even in our foolishness? In fact, sometimes the Lord 
will even put us in desperate situations to drive us to himself. Such was the case with 
David as he ran from the king of Gath to the cave of Adullam.  
 

3. Cave of Adullam: The Place of Prayer 
 

At Adullam (which means “refuge”), David wrote Psalm 142, which begins on a note of 
desperation and ends with a confident declaration. At the beginning, David says, “With 
my voice I cry out to the Lord … I tell my trouble before him” (vv. 1a, 2b). In the middle 
of the prayer David says, “No refuge remains to me; no one cars for my soul. I cry to 
you, O LORD; I say, ‘You are my refuge’” (vv. 4b-5a). As David prays, his fear dissipates 
and his faith increases. At the end David confidently prays, “The righteous will surround 
me, for you will deal bountifully with me.” David’s fear is gone. His faith is restored! His 
prayer is answered! At the beginning of 1 Samuel 22 we read,  

 
David departed from there [Gath] and escaped to the cave of Adullam. And 
when his brothers and all his father's house heard it, they went down there to 
him. 2 And everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was in debt, and 
everyone who was bitter in soul, gathered to him. And he became commander 
over them. And there were with him about four hundred men. 

- 1 Samuel 22:1-2 
 
Adullam was halfway between Gath and Bethlehem, David’s hometown. So when his 
family gets word of David’s whereabouts, they go to him to seek refuge for themselves, 
knowing that their lives are surely in danger because of their relationship to David. In 
addition to David’s family, four hundred other men who are oppressed and passionate 
for change join themselves to him. So, the Lord restored not only David’s confidence, 
but also his leadership. As David is surrounded with his family and new circle of friends, 
he calls on them to join him in praising God. David’s call to worship is recorded in Psalm 
34: “I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul 
makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad. Oh, magnify the Lord with me, 
and let us exalt his name together!” (vv. 1-3). David praises God because . . . 
 

Even in their most desperate moments, 
the Lord doesn’t let go of his servants. 

 
The Lord continues to show his faithfulness in the next two places that David goes. 
Picking up the account in 1 Samuel 22, verse 3, we read, 
 

3 And David went from there to Mizpeh of Moab. And he said to the king of Moab, 
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“Please let my father and my mother stay with you, till I know what God will do 
for me.” 4 And he left them with the king of Moab, and they stayed with him all 
the time that David was in the stronghold. 

- 1 Samuel 22:3-4 
 

4. Moab: The Place of Providence 
 
David knows that his aging parents won’t be able to keep up with him and the other men 
as they move from place to place. So, David takes his mom and dad to Moab, where he 
leaves them in the care of the king.  
 

 
 
As you can see, Moab is outside the territory of Israel. But that’s not the only reason 
David took his parents there. David’s great-grandmother, Ruth, was from Moab. After 
her husband died, Ruth returned with her widowed mother-in-law Naomi to Israel and 
married Boaz. Her story is told in the book that bears her name, which is the book right 
before 1 Samuel. The book of Ruth closes with these words: “Boaz fathered Obed, 
Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David” (Ruth 4:18). That’s the last line in the 
book. Having a bit of Moabite blood in David’s veins must have counted for something,1 
because the king honored David’s request.  
 
Doesn’t this shed some light on the events recorded in the book of Ruth? Doesn’t this 
give us a broader perspective on all that occurred, such as the famine that took Naomi 
and her husband and their two sons from Bethlehem to Moab in the first place, which is 
where the sons married Moabite women, one of which was Ruth, who returned to Israel 
with Naomi after her husband Elimelech and both their sons died, leaving their wives as  
widows? Or how about when Ruth went out to glean in the field and “happened to come 
to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, her father-in-law’s relative?” (Ruth 2:3)? 
 
Providence was clearly at work then as Boaz became the means by which the Lord would 
provide for Ruth and Naomi. But the Lord was doing more than that. He was orchestrating 
events back then to preserve the life of Ruth’s grandson Jesse a century later.  
 

 
 1 Dale Ralph Davis, 1 Samuel: Looking on the Heart. Focus on the Bible (Ross-shire, Scotland: 
Christian Focus, 2000, reprinted 2003, 2005), p. 220. 
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Think of all the twists and turns and trials of your life. You may wonder why God would 
allow such-and-such to happen. But the Lord may be doing something in your life now 
that will be hugely significant, perhaps life-saving, for one of your descendants down the 
road. You won’t have any more of a clue than Naomi or Ruth would have had regarding 
David or his parents. Our perspective is so limited. We can’t see beyond the here and 
now. That’s why we must exercise faith. Hebrews 11 says,  
 

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not 
see. … And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly 
seek him. 

- Hebrews 11:1, 6 NIV 
 
Ten years ago John Piper sent out a tweet that is still being quoted today. He stated, 
“God is always doing 10,000 things in your life, and you may be aware of three of them.” 
Piper went on to say, “There is no power in the universe that can stop God from fulfilling 
his totally good plans for you.”2 He’s absolutely right because the Bible tells us so. Isn’t 
that the note on which Romans 8 ends – the passage we read earlier in this service? 
 
That’s the lesson God wants us to learn from David’s trip to Moab, the place of providence. 
 
 

5. Forest of Hereth: The Place of Protection 
 

5 Then the prophet Gad said to David, “Do not remain in the stronghold; depart, 
and go into the land of Judah.” So David departed and went into the forest of 
Hereth. 
6 Now Saul heard that David was discovered, and the men who were with him. 
Saul was sitting at Gibeah under the tamarisk tree on the height with his spear in 
his hand, and all his servants were standing about him. 7 And Saul said to his ser-
vants who stood about him, “Hear now, people of Benjamin; will the son of Jesse 
give every one of you fields and vineyards, will he make you all commanders of 
thousands and commanders of hundreds, 8 that all of you have conspired against 
me? No one discloses to me when my son makes a covenant with the son of 
Jesse. None of you is sorry for me or discloses to me that my son has stirred 
up my servant against me, to lie in wait, as at this day.”9 Then answered Doeg 
the Edomite, who stood by the servants of Saul, “I saw the son of Jesse coming 
to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of Ahitub,10 and he inquired of the Lord for him 
and gave him provisions and gave him the sword of Goliath the Philistine.” 
11 Then the king sent to summon Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all 
his father's house, the priests who were at Nob, and all of them came to the 
king. 12 And Saul said, “Hear now, son of Ahitub.” And he answered, “Here I am, 
my lord.” 13 And Saul said to him, “Why have you conspired against me, you 
and the son of Jesse, in that you have given him bread and a sword and have 

 
 2 John Piper, “God Is Always Doing 10,000 things in Your Life,” 01 January 2013, Desiring God 
[online]. Retrieved on 03 November 2022 at https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/god-is-always-doing-
10000-things-in-your-life; Internet. 
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inquired of God for him, so that he has risen against me, to lie in wait, as at this 
day?” 14 Then Ahimelech answered the king, “And who among all your servants 
is so faithful as David, who is the king's son-in-law, and captain over your body-
guard, and honored in your house? 15 Is today the first time that I have inquired of 
God for him? No! Let not the king impute anything to his servant or to all the house 
of my father, for your servant has known nothing of all this, much or little.” 16 And 
the king said, “You shall surely die, Ahimelech, you and all your father's house.” 
17 And the king said to the guard who stood about him, “Turn and kill the priests 
of the Lord, because their hand also is with David, and they knew that he fled 
and did not disclose it to me.” But the servants of the king would not put out their 
hand to strike the priests of the Lord. 18 Then the king said to Doeg, “You turn and 
strike the priests.” And Doeg the Edomite turned and struck down the priests, 
and he killed on that day eighty-five persons who wore the linen ephod. 19 And 
Nob, the city of the priests, he put to the sword; both man and woman, child and infant, 
ox, donkey and sheep, he put to the sword. 
20 But one of the sons of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped 
and fled after David. 21 And Abiathar told David that Saul had killed the priests 
of the Lord. 22 And David said to Abiathar, “I knew on that day, when Doeg the 
Edomite was there, that he would surely tell Saul. I have occasioned the death 
of all the persons of your father's house. 23 Stay with me; do not be afraid, for 
he who seeks my life seeks your life. With me you shall be in safekeeping.” 

- 1 Samuel 22:5-23 
 

We can see God’s sovereignty at work in sparing lives, as he did with David’s parents in 
Moab, but what about mass murders – the gruesome killing of eighty-five priests along 
with their wives, their children – even infants – their neighbors and all the animals? How 
can this possibly serve a holy and good purpose? 
 
By this point, King Saul has become completely unhinged. His paranoia has led him to 
concoct a conspiracy theory that is nothing more than the product of his own deranged 
imagination. Instead of listening to reason, he initiates the butchering of 85 priests in 
Gibeah followed by the ruthless slaughter of their families and the entire town of Nob. 
 
“It is a horrid wickedness for which Saul and Doeg are fully responsible,” while at the 
same time being “a clear fulfillment of the word” of the Lord.3 “Pastor Matt, what are you 
talking about?!” I’m talking about the judgment God pronounced on the household of Eli 
the priest back in 1 Samuel 2. In that chapter, the Lord rebukes Eli for honoring his sons 
more than God and taking the best part of all the offerings for themselves (v. 29). Then 
the Lord declared, 
 

“Behold, the says are coming when I will cut off your strength and the strength 
of your father’s house, so that there will not be an old man in your house. … 
The only one of you whom I shall not cut off from my altar shall be spared to 
weep his eyes out to grieve his heart, and all the descendants of your house 
shall die by the sword of men.” 

- 1 Samuel 2:31, 33 
 

 3 Davis, 227-228. 
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“Doeg’s butchery fulfills the word of God against the house of Eli.”4 This doesn’t mean 
that Doeg did right. For him it was a hideous act of evil, and God is never the author of 
evil. Scripture says, 
 

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot 
be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted 
when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 

- James 1:13 
 

King Saul and Doeg the Edomite did what they did because they wanted to do it, because 
of the evil in their heart. But God was sovereign over their sin. God planned for it. Their 
sin did not take God by surprise. He simply allowed them to do what they wanted to do 
and then used their evil act to fulfill his holy word. In fact, God fulfilled it down to the 
minutest detail. God said that Eli’s descendants would die before reaching old age and 
that they would die by the sword, and that there would be only one survivor so that he 
could “weep his eyes out to grieve his heart” – and that survivor was Ahimelech’s son 
Abiathar who escaped to David and became his priest (1 Kgs. 2:26; 1 Chron. 15:11). 
 
This is not the first time that God had used the sins of others to suit his holy purpose. 
Remember back in the book of Genesis, when Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery? 
God used their act of evil to bring Joseph to Egypt so that he could eventually rise to 
power and save his family from a severe famine that would come over all the earth two 
decades later. Joseph’s entire family came to live in Egypt where he provided for them. 
Several years later, when their father Jacob died, Joseph’s brothers became fearful and 
said, “Now Joseph will show his anger and pay us back for all the wrong we did to him” 
(Gen. 50:15 NLT). They threw themselves down before Joseph and said, “We’ll be your 
slaves!” But Joseph forgave them and helped them to see the bigger perspective, saying,  
 

“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is 
now being done, the saving of many lives.” 

- Joseph 
(Genesis 50:20) 

 
The treachery of Joseph’s brothers and the mass murder by Doeg the Edomite as well 
as numerous other accounts in Scripture show us that “even in opposing God’s kingdom 
God’s enemies only bring to pass God’s Word.”5 The supreme demonstration of God’s 
sovereignty over sin was the murder of God’s own Son. The murder of Jesus Christ was 
the greatest crime in human history. Yet God used that greatest crime to accomplish the 
greatest good. Less than two months after Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension, 
Peter preached on the day of Pentecost to the crowd in Jerusalem, saying,  
 

“Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by 
God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through 
him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God’s 

 
 4 Davis, 227. 
 5 Davis, 228. 
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deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put 
him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, 
freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to 
keep its hold on him.” 

- Peter the Apostle 
(Acts 2:22-24) 

 
God used the ultimate crime – the crucifixion of his own beloved Son – to accomplish 
the ultimate good: the eternal salvation of all who would repent of their sin and trust in 
the risen Christ to save them. In fact, on the very day that Peter preached his sermon, 
three thousand people believed his message, were baptized, and added to the church.  
 
People all over the world have been getting saved ever since. According to Pew Research, 
there are well over two billion Christians of all ages around the world, representing nearly a 
third of the global population. Furthermore, this comprehensive demographic study also 
revealed that Christians are now so geographically widespread that “no single continent 
or region can indisputably claim to be the center of global Christianity.”6 
 
Didn’t Jesus, just before his ascension, promise his disciples, “you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8)? God made good 
on his word, and the gospel continues to go forth in power to all the nations today. 
 
The “forest of Hereth” became the place of protection for all those under David’s care, 
including Abiathar, whom the Lord caused to escape what would have otherwise been 
certain death. In a far greater way and eternal way, Christ is the Protector and Sustainer 
of his people. No matter what happens in this world, believers are eternally safe and 
secure in Christ. We belong to a kingdom that cannot be shaken.  
 

Even in their most desperate moments, 
the Lord doesn’t let go of his servants. 

 
What David said to Abiathar, Jesus says to all who trust in him: “You are safe with me.” 

 
 6 “Global Christianity – A Report on the Size and Distribution of the World’s Christian Population,” 
Pew Research Center [online]. Retrieved on 04 November 2022 at https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/ 
2011/12/19/global-christianity-exec/.  


